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Mount Kelly’s Safeguarding Bulletin aims to provide parents and carers with the information needed to
have informed and age-appropriate conversations with their children about potential risks and issues in
the wider world and online. This week’s bulletin is on the topic of the games Township and Helldivers 2.

Potentially addictive online games are nothing new, but the specifics of this kind of media can vary
enormously — and, as a consequence, the risks in each individual game are just as diverse. The city-builder
Township is no exception: providing its legions of devotees with accessible, satisfying fun ... but exposing
them to potential hazards at the same time.

However, any safeguarding issues that the game might have can be neutralised (with a little know-how) —
allowing young players to have some engrossing fun without adults needing to worry about children’s data,
their money or their mental wellbeing. The first of this week’s #WakeUpWednesday guides outlines how to
help young gamers enjoy Township safely and responsibly.

Within the last few months, Helldivers 2 has propelled to immense popularity in the gaming community,
with players of all ages enjoying its frenetic combat, humorous presentation, and challenging gameplay.
Whether they’re cooperating with friends or competing with strangers, the game has attracted many young
players despite its higher age rating.

As can be expected from an online game — especially one rated 18+ — there are several inherent online
safety risks posed to children and young people who play Helldivers 2; from the content of the game itself
to the dangers of interacting with strangers online. The second of this week’s guides highlights the most

prominent hazards of Helldivers 2 and provides you with top tips for keeping its younger players safe.




Al The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practicol skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online salety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Salety, these guides now address wider topics and themes,
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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DISCUSS THE GAME IN ADVANCE
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misleading way, it could be worth explaining to prospective younge

More modestly priced in-app bundles can bocwdcommforocﬂdmungb
in a potentialty speed up their progress in Township, but it's wise not to leave a linked payment
players how and why the gamae differs from what's been advertised. Thbwllhdp maethod active in case a youngster gets carried away. Likewise, to prevent Township
them to manage their expectations and avoid any possible disappointment if they from causing on increase in screen time, parental controls on most devices allow

do decide to dewnload and play it. Immtobopboodonl\owlmcgammbo played each day.

BE WARY OF EXTERNAL SITES e * TALK ABOUT ONLINE STRANGERS i
Township's makers state that all in-game ads are age-appropriate: children Mmhlp'sonlm multiplayer mode (as with any gome which includes that l ‘

won't be shown adverts recommending more violent titles, for instance. Even so, 'umdonclty).bmcmuommwmchachueoudbomwwmph
clicking on these adverts can take players out of the game and onto external sites who they don't actually know. It's worth reminding young hip fans, th @
that have nothing to do with Township or its developers: this raises the risk of children not to give out any personal information to strangers online - whether that's within
encountering inoppropriate content or being tempted by online purchases. the game itself or in the social networks associated with it,
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Meet Qur Expert ’ . The

Editor in Chief of gaming and esports site GGRecon, Lioyd Coombes has worked \ \ - .

in the games media industry for five years, A regular visitor to the App Store to h thlond
try out new games and tools, he’s also a parent who prioritises online safety, C O“e e-
Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his articles have been published on g

influential sites including IGN and TechRadar.

N\

'v\--‘~~:!! od g ot (vl et o bl 20T H’H!uv wbiv-poie Turesh _cu= [nito)

“‘m:\\ L7
X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwthenationalcollege (©) @wake.upwednesday o @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 03.04.2024




Al The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conwersations with children about online salety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Salety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For lurther guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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WHAT ARE Within weeks of release, Helldivers 2 had become one of 2024's biggest gaming success
THE R’SKS’ stories. The sequel to a top~down shooter from 2015 has smashed sales expectations, owing
e to its frantic gameplay and tongue-in-cheek humour. However, the game comes with [
several risks to younger players, as indicated by its 18+ rating. .
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FRUSTRATION TRIGGER

The thrill of barely scraping through @
dangerous mission in one piece is integral to ~
Helldivers 2's oppeal. To accentuate this feeling \y
of achievement, the game includes some very

difficult levels that could prove to be too hard for

some players — even those who are legitimately /.

PEGI 18 RATING » b

Due to its intense violence and the

giant
and robots, their characters can be killed
in various gruesome ways, up to and including

dismemberment. It's certainly worth old enough to play. Losing streaks con be \ 5
considering whether such agamae is incredibly annoying, so repeatedly failing in e
oppropriate foryomguphm missions could easity provoke frustration or

anger in vomwnlmm

LACK OF ACCESS @

The game is available on PC and PSS,

but not (as yet) on other consoles. Some people

will mmlyh*qpoﬂodﬂwcm’tgﬂ
involved and might look for similar alternatives
to play on their own console - alternatives
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IN-GAME PURCHASES <%

In Helldivers 2, players can use real money to
buy in-game currency, with which they can
unlock cosmetics and new weapons, At the time
of writing, all the in-game items can be
acquired without spending 50 much as a penny
~ but excited young players wanting to keep up
with their friends may still feel the temptation to which may contain similar levels of violence and
purchase new weapons more quickly, rather 2 gore but lack the same balanced approach to
‘ than laboriously earning the in-game currency ; Vs, user misconduct and in-game purchases as

through play. L Helldivers 2,

VOICE CHAT AND
MESSAGING

Helidivers 2 is always played online with others,
‘who often use voice chat or in-game texts to
coordinate, strategise or just joke around, This
does mean that children who play without their
friends will be put in contact with strangers,
Unfortunately, this represents a roll of the dice,
as the game can’t control how people treat each
other online. However, you can easily report
other players for abusive behaviour via the
gama’s ‘Social’ tab,

o PRV ‘,\

3N Advice (-‘or Parents & Educators <

GIVE IT A GO FIRST H‘! B b SET EXPECTATIONS e S @ consmsn ALTERNATIVES @
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Helldivers 2 is a third-person shooter with intentionally At the time of writing, Helldivers 2 costs £34,99. it could If playing on Xbox - where Helldivers 2 isn't ilable -
humeorous elements, but much of its comedy is rooted in turn out to be an expensive and wasteful purchase ifa consider something like Halo: The Master Chief
satire which may go over the heads of some players, player gets irritated and gives up shortly after receiving Collection as an alternative. One of its gaome modes -
Consider playing the game first yourself - while the game. If a young person tends to become frustrated Flveﬂghl - replicates Helldivers” mechanics to some
shooting bugs and robots feels too unrealistic to be easily, it's worth idering whether Helidivers 2 is gree. Alternatively, younger players may be better

‘ upsetting, seeing your character get torn to pieces may really the game for them. suited to the more lly\t-hooﬂod Deop Rock Galactic,
be too much for young players, which sees them play as fantasy dwarves in space,

involving far less gruesome violence.
L = p——— - -
' KEEP AN EYE ON PAYMENTS % MONITOR COMMUNICATION & ADJUST SETTINGS

Many titles offer in-game purch but Helldivers 2's are comparatively cheap. Thanks to an in-game “Ping” system (allowing players to highlight important
M You'll still need to monitor your payment information (or use a prepaid card on the details without speaking), communication isn't as integral to Helldivers 2 as it is

account), in case your child buys the in-game currency in bulk; on the whole, in other games. You can turn off the chat options in-game on PC, or on the PS5's

however, the game's selling methods are far less egregious than most similor titles own settings, and feel more secure in the knowledge that your child won't be

on the market. speaking to people they don’t know,
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Meet Our Expert

Lloyd Coombes is the Editor in Chief of GGRecon, and has been working in
the games media industry for five years. As well as being an avid long-time
gamer, he is also a parent and therefore understands the importance of
online safety, Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his work has been
published on sites including IGN, TechRadar and many more
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