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Mount Kelly’s Safeguarding Bulletin aims to provide parents and carers with the information needed to
have informed and age-appropriate conversations with their children about potential risks and issues in
the wider world and online. This week’s bulletin is on the topic of Palworld.

Free online sessions for parents

Next week the South Devon and Dartmoor Community Safety Partnership is putting on some free online
sessions for parents. These sessions aim to address the community safety risks our young people face with
tips and techniques designed to help parents of young people with special educational needs or who are
neurodivergent. The sessions will cover topics including mental health and emotional wellbeing, anger and
challenging behaviour, healthy relationships and online safety.

To sign up to these sessions please click the links
below:

Z”dJuIy Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing

4" July  Anger and Challenging Behaviour

9" July  Healthy Relationships

11" July  Online Safety and Exploitation

Palworld

Releasing in January 2024, Palworld took the gaming scene by storm, selling over five million copies in just
three days. A new take on the survival genre — blending mechanics similar to games like Minecraft with the
ability to catch and fight alongside creatures reminiscent of Pokémon — it saw plenty of coverage from
games journalists and influencers alike.

However, despite its lower age rating and popularity with young gamers, Palworld has been criticised for
its reliance on shock humour —touching on topics including animal abuse and sweatshop labour —and as a
game featuring online multiplayer, one can expect certain safety concerns to arise. This week’s
#WakeUpWednesday guide dives into the risks of Palworld, offering expert tips on how to safeguard
children who simply want to enjoy the game.



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/907559192977?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/907569513847?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/907574318217?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/907580005227?aff=oddtdtcreator

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

PALWORLD

In Palworld, players head out into an environment where they must craft items and
survive alongside creatures called ‘Pals’. In this sense, it’s similar to Minecraft: fight
monsters while maintaining a base. Palworld has sold more than six million copies and
often has over two million people playing online simultgneogsly.
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e
Watching gameplay and reviews for Palworld By learning the basics of the game - A As Palworld is available on Xbox Game Pass,
on sites like YouTube is the best available means Pal catching, battling, crafting items and it’s easy for players to access it. Any player subscribed
of gathering information on it, second only to playing building up a base - you can help to lower the to this service can simply find the title on Game Pass
it for yourself. Currently, there are plenty of videos difficulty for younger players. This, in turn, and hitthe download button. If a child or young person
showing this game off to the internet at large, along decreases the likelihood that such players will need isn’t allowed to play Palworld, the best way to prevent
with detailed breakdowns of what can be found or done to look online for tips and tricks, where they could them downloading it regardless is to enable age limits
within it. quite easily stumble across more violent and mature on their account. Setting the limit below 12 will not allow
‘ content associated with the game. users to install Palworld.
. ~ Ay | : B o, T

2%

PLAY TOGETHER . PLACE BOUNDARIES

By playing Palworld yourself, you'll have the best chance of catching any [ o3 Limit options when it comes to online play. For players on PC, they'll still be

content that you don’t think is suitable for children, as well as getting an 50 able to cooperate with friends through the game’s multiplayer option, much

idea of how violence is presented in the game. The conflict is cartoonish in -~ ) like Xbox users. Just because they have the option to run a dedicated server that's
nature - until players and Pals unlock the ability to use guns, at which e 1“4 open to anyone doesn’t mean they need to take it. The risks of interacting with strangers
point it can become more intense. It's likely best for you to give it a look \a’ F%. % can be significantly lowered or even eliminated entirely by playing on servers which are

and form your own opinion. restricted to friends only.

Meet Our Expert

Editor in Chief of gaming and esports site GGRecon, Lioyd Coombes has
worked in the games media industry for five years. He’s played every Tekken
title since the series began and, as a parent, also values the importance of
online safety. Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his articles have been
published on influential sites including IGN and TechRadar.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 05.06.2024



